i2 RIGHTS OF MAN. 

fall in the threatened deftruiftion that then furrounded it, fome trace® 
cf its principles might have the chance of furviving the wreck. 

Every thing now was drawing to a crifis. The event was to be 
freedom or flavery. On one fide, an army of nearly thirty thoufand 
men ; on die other, an unarmed body of citizens : for the citizens 
of Paris, on whom the National Aflembly muft then immediately 
depend, were as unarmed and as undifciplined as the citizens of 
London are now. The French guards had given ftrong fymptoma 
of their being attached to the national caufe; but their numbers 
were fmall, not a tenth part of the force that Broglio commanded, 
and their officers were in the intereft of Broglio. 

Matters being now ripe for execution, the new miniftry made 
their appearance in office. The reader will carry in his mind, that 
the Baftille was taken the 14th of July: the point of time I air. 
now fpeaking to, is the 12th. Immediately on the news of the 
change of miniftry reaching Paris, in the afternoon, all the play- 
houfes and places of entertainment, (hops and houfes, were (hut up. 
The change of minLlry was confidered as the prelude of hoftilities, 
and the opinion was rightly founded. 

The foreign troops began to advance towards the city. The 
Prince de Lambefc, who commanded a body of German cavalry, 
approached by the Place of Lewis XV. which conneas itfelf with 
fome of the ftreets. In his march, he infulted and ftruck an old man 
with his fword. The French are remarkable for their refpea to 
old age, and the infolence with which it appeared to be done, 
uniting with the general fermentation they were in, produced a 
powerful efteft, and a cry o ( To arms ! to arms! foread itfelf in 
a moment ovei the city. 

Arms they had none, nor fcarcely any who knew the ufe of them : 
but defperate refolution, when every hope is at (lake, fupplies, for 
awhile, the want of arms. Near where the Prince de Lambefc 
was drawn up, were large piles of (tones collected for buildino- 
the new bridge, and with thefe the people attacked the cavalry! 
A party of the 1 French guards, upon hearing the firing, rufhed from 
their quarters and joined the people ; and night coming on, the 
cavalry retreated. & 

The ftreets of Paris, being narrow, are favourable for defence • 
and the loftinefs of the houfes confifting of many ftories, from 
which great annoyance might be given, fecured them againft nortur- 
nal enterprifes ; and the nighl was fpent in providing themfelves 
with every fort of weapon they could make or procure : Guns, 
fwerds, black fmiths hammers, carpenters axes, iron $row S , pikes* 
halberts, pitch-forks, fpits, clubs. Sec . Sec. The incredible num- 
bers in which they affembled the next morning, and the ftiJl more 
incredible refolfltion they exhibited, embarrafled and aftonifhed 
their enemies. Little did the new miniftry expert fuch a falute 
Accuftomed to flavery themfelves, they had no idea that Libertf 
was capable of fuch infpiration, or that a body of unarmed citizens 
would dare to face the military force of thirty thoufand men 
Every moment of this day was employed in collerting arms, con- 
certing plans, and arranging themfelves into the bdTorder which 
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fuch an inftantaneoirs movement could afford. Broglio continued 
lying round the city, but made- no farther advances this day, and 
thefucceeding night patted with as much tranquillity as fuch a feene 
could poflibly admit. 

But defence only was not the objert of the citizens. They had 
a caufe at ftake, on which depended their freedom or their flavery* 
They every moment experted an attack, or to hear of one made on 
the National Aflembly ; and in fuch a fituation, the moft prompt 
meafures are fometimes the beft. The objert that now prefented 
itfelf was the Baftille ; and the eclat of carrying fuch a fortrefs in 
the face of fuch an army, could not fail to ftrike a terror into the 
new miniftry, who had fcarcely yet had time to meet. By fome 
intercepted correfpondence this morning, it was difeovered, that 
the Mayor of Paris, M. Deffleflelles, who appeared to be in the in- 
tereft of the citizens, was betraying them ; andui* om this difeovery, 
there remained no doubt that Broglio would reinforce the Baftille 
the enfuing evening. It was therefore neceflary to attack it that 
day ; but before this could be done, it was firft neceflary to procure 
a better fupply of arms than they were then poflefled of. 

There was adjoining to the city a large magazine of arms depo- 
ftted at the Hofpital of the Invalids, which the citizens fummoned 
to furrender ; and as the place was not defenftble, nor attempted 
much defence, they foon fucceeded. Thus fupplied, they marched 
to attack the Baftille ; a vaft mixed multitude of all ages, and of 
all degrees, and armed with all forts of weapons. Imagination 
would fail in deferibing to itfelf the appearance of fuch a procef- 
fion, and of the anxiety for the events which a few hours or a few 
minutes might produce. What plans the miniftry was forming, 
were as unknown to the people within the city, as what the citizens 
were doing was unknown to the miniftry ; and what movements 
Broglio might make for the fupport or relief of the place, were 
to the citizens equally as unknown. All was myftery and hazard. 

That the Baftille was attacked with an enthufiafm of heroifm, 
fuch only as the higheft animation of liberty could infpire, and car- 
ried in the fpace of a few hours, is an event which the world is fully 
poflefled of. I am not undertaking a detail of the attack; but 
bringing into view the confpiracy againft the nation which pro- 
voked it, and which fell with the Baftille. The prifon to which 
the new miniftry were dooming the National Aflembly, ir. ad- 
dition to its being the high altar and caftle of defpotifm, became 
the proper objert to begin with. This enterprise broke up the 
new miniftry, who began now to fly from the ruin they had p re- 
pared for others. The troops of Broglio difperfed, and himfelf fled 
alf©. 


Mr. Burke has fpoken a great deal about plots, but he has never 
once fpoken of this plot againft the National Aflembly, and the 
liberties of the nation ; and that he might not, he has patted over 
all\he circumftances that might throw it in his way. The exiles 
who Lave fled from France, whole cafe he fo much interefts himfelf 
in, and from whom he has had his leflfon, fled in confeouence of 
the mifcarriage of this plot. No plot was formed againft them : 

they 
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